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Dear Colleagues in Christian Education,

Welcome to Frisco, to Legacy Christian Academy, and the second 
annual Christian Deeper Learning Conference!

We are delighted that you have chosen to join us in this 
important and growing movement called Christian Deeper 
Learning that engages students deeply in their learning and 
helps them discover their place in God’s story.

Our hope is that this be a conference that engages you 
deeply and has immediate application for your work. We have 
designed our workshops with the classroom teacher and 
school learning leader in mind.

Our vision as a Planning Team is that this conference will 
help to “catalyze Christian schools to reflect on their teaching 
practices to ensure they are aligned with their primary 
purpose of inviting, nurturing and empowering students and 
teachers to play their part within God’s unfolding story of 
redemption.” (See full “Deeper Learning in Christian Schools” 
document on last pages of booklet) 

May you enjoy this time of meeting others who share a 
common mission for the Kingdom, learn from some of the 
finest Christian educator leaders in North America, and 
leave refreshed to do God’s work in your school!

The Planning Team,

Dan Beerens, Co-Chair  Daniel Townsley
Steven Levy, Co-Chair   Tim Van Soelen
Krista Wallace   Jim McKenzie
Danae LeMoine   Kristyn Kamps
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SCHEDULE
Thursday

8:00am Welcome & worship
8:40am Keynote: Ron Berger
9:50am Break
10:15am Session #1
11:45am Lunch
12:45pm Session #2
2:15pm Break
2:30pm Session #3
4:00pm Adjourn
5:00pm Guided tour of The Star
6:30pm Buffet dinner at City Works

Friday
8:00am Welcome & worship
8:30am Student presentation
10:00am Break
10:30am Session #4
12:00pm Lunch
1:00pm Job alike discussion group
3:00pm Closing in the auditorium
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SCHEDULE KEY NOTE
RON BERGER
Chief Academic Officer
EL Education

Ron Berger is Chief Academic Officer for EL Education. EL 
Education guides a network of over 150 public schools in more 
than 30 states – an organization that partners with districts and
charter boards to found public schools in low-income 
communities that send all graduates to college, and transforms 
existing public schools K – 12 toward high student achievement,
character and citizenship. EL Education’s core work is building 
teacher capacity in schools and districts through professional 
coaching, resources and open-source curriculum.

Ron works closely with the Harvard Graduate School of Education, 
where he did his graduate work and teaches a course that uses 
exemplary student project work to illuminate standards.
With Harvard colleague Steve Seidel, he founded Models of 
Excellence: The Center for High Quality Student Work, an open-
source collection of the nation’s best K-12 student project work
and writing. He is an Annenberg Foundation Teacher Scholar, and 
received the Autodesk Foundation National Teacher of the Year 
award. He is the author of six books: An Ethic of Excellence and 
A Culture of Quality; more recent works include Leaders of Their 
Own Learning, Transformational Literacy, Management in the 
Active Classroom, and Learning that Lasts.”

Ron was a public school teacher and master carpenter in rural 
Massachusetts for over 25 years. His writing and speaking center 
on inspiring quality and character in students, specifically
through project-based learning, original scientific and historical 
research, service learning, and the infusion of arts. He works with 
the national character education movement to embed
character values into the core of academic work.



4 5

Five Workshop Strands
CURRICULUM – What should we teach? How does our 
school mission come alive through our curriculum choices? 
How do we use standards as a vehicle for encouraging 
students to generate solutions to real world problems? How 
do we support students in discovering truth and gaining 
knowledge through God’s word and His creation?

INSTRUCTION – Are the ways we teach reflecting biblical 
principles? How can we plan learning experiences that 
honor, engage, and challenge all students? How do we 
teach knowledge and skills in the context of serving our 
community and our God?

ASSESSMENT – How can we use assessment to help 
students learn, grow and take responsibility for their own 
progress? How do we strike a creative balance between 
challenge and support? Do we offer a variety of ways for 
students to show what they can do and to encourage their 
gifts?

CULTURAL & SPIRITUAL FORMATION – What and how 
should we celebrate? How do we define our Christian 
values and move them from the posters on the walls into 
the minds, hearts, and behaviors of our students? How do 
we equip the next generation of leaders to think and act 
biblically? 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT – How do we design learning 
environments that invite students into the story of God? 
How do we use learning spaces that inspire students and 
open them to new ways of working and creativity?
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Creating Communities of Engagement and Belonging 
Through the Responsive Classroom 
STRAND: Cultural & Spiritual Formation LOCATION:  ROOM 102
PRESENTED BY:  JUSTIN COOK
Christian Deeper Learning urges us to believe that students are 
themselves a beautiful work—"God’s handiwork” as Paul says in 
Ephesians 2:10, and that we are all “created in Christ Jesus to 
do good work which God has prepared for us in advance to do.” 
How do we design learning for this type of beautiful work? This 
involves risk on our part as the teacher. The key is to create safe 
classrooms where students are intrinsically motivated by the 
work and taught how to support each other in excellence through 
models, critique, and revision—formative assessment for learning. 
We’ll embody this type of Ephesians 2:10 pedagogy through a 
workshop format.

Created in the Image of God: Exposing 
Dehumanization and Humanizing our Neighbors 
STRAND: Cultural & Spiritual Formation LOCATION:  ROOM 101
PRESENTED BY:  PATRICK PACE
In our current context, disagreements often descend 
into bitterness and anger, sometimes even plunging into 
dehumanizing speech or behavior. As Christians, we are called 
not to let such patterns of thinking and acting have any place 
in our hearts, but to replace them with gratitude, righteous 
justice, and love for our neighbor. The first part of this session will 
give you tools to help public or private school students identify 
different types of dehumanization, so that students can recognize 
such evils when they see them in history, literature, or current 
events. In the second part of this session, you will collaborate 
with others to make a specifically Biblical case for the value of all 

SESSION #1
THURSDAY 10:15AM - 11:45AM
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human beings, which you can use to help your students lovingly 
fight against the tendency to demonize and devalue others—
especially those with whom they may disagree.

Community Connections PBL  
STRAND: Curriculum LOCATION:  ROOM 103
PRESENTED BY:  HARRY BLYLEVEN
"How do community partnerships provide learners an opportunity 
to go deeper in their learning and further into their community?" 
This is the Driving Question that we will focus our time 
answering. Opening our classrooms and partnering with outside 
organizations can be intimidating, and even a bit scary; however, 
these partnerships offer an engagement level that helps student 
learning by providing real work with real purpose for real people. 
Through project stories and exemplars, participants will explore 
how using Project Based Learning can build and develop deeper 
learning relationships with their community.

Professional Schools Program: Developing Academic 
Pathways for Deeper Student Engagement 
STRAND: Curriculum LOCATION:  CHORAL
PRESENTED BY:  DANIEL TOWNSLEY, KEVIN MOSLEY
The workshop will be an overview of the newly launched initiative 
at Legacy Christian Academy called the Professional Schools 
Program. This Program was developed to provide academic 
pathways that will prepare students for life. The Professional 
Schools Program has deepened the engagement level of the 
students and provide a framework that is impacting all aspects 
of our Upper School. How do we best equip students to discover 
and embrace the Lord's calling on their life as opposed to simply 
checking off a list of graduation requirements? LCA has enlarged 
the discussion of deeper learning on our campus by adjusting 
the framework that organizes an Upper School academic 
program. This program has also enabled Legacy to enlarge it's 
Biblical Worldview training and course offerings for students. This 
program is also connecting our school community in beautiful 
ways as it provides an opportunity for an academic environment 
to blend with the professional lives of our families and encourage 
mentorship across our Upper School division.
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Learning through Movement  
STRAND: Instruction LOCATION:  BAND/ORCHESTRA
PRESENTED BY:  ANNA RAINVILLE
"I think, therefore, I am. But I think because I move." Anon Come 
learn how to lift concepts off the page and into movement. 
Participants will experience why movement is the gateway to 
learning. They will clap, stamp, walk, skip and dance their way 
through times tables, spelling words, and parts of speech. Maps 
will come to life and techniques to memorize verses will be 
explored. Knowing how sensory integration and crossing midlines 
contribute to the learning process will inspire participants to 
incorporate and create purposeful movement activities to 
support and enrich all aspects of the curriculum.

The Role of Teacher Identity: A Professional 
Development Model Focused on Student Faith 
Formation 
STRAND: Instruction LOCATION:  ROOM 100
PRESENTED BY:  DARREN SPYKSMA, SHANNON GILLESPIE
Parker Palmer suggests, “Good teaching cannot be reduced 
to technique; good teaching comes from the identity and 
integrity of the teacher.” Engage with a process of professional 
development which is built on the principles of quality 
professional development and focused on the impact of teacher 
identity and pedagogical choice on faith formation. Participants 
should be prepared to complete some preliminary planning of a 
unit or a lesson with faith formation as the focus.

Leading Change  
STRAND: Leadership LOCATION:  LEARNING COMMONS
PRESENTED BY:  DARRYL DE BOER
This session is designed for schools who are considering 
embarking, or who have begun already, on a journey in which 
they would like to transform current classroom practices 
into deeper learning practices. By hearing stories of schools 
who have embarked on 4 year journeys into the Teaching for 
Transformation framework for deeper learning, schools can begin 
to imagine the structures and leadership frameworks required 
for their school journey. While this session will specifically focus 
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on the Teaching for Transformation approach to deeper learning 
implementation, the ideas and principles are applicable to any 
school change journey. The deep hope of this session is that 
schools will feel empowered to begin or continue their journey 
into deeper learning.

Take the Quantum Leap - Reframing Education for 
Infinite Possibility 
STRAND: Learning Environment LOCATION:  ROOM 206
PRESENTED BY:  SARA ESPINOZA
(Disclaimer: This is not a physics class.) You will be inspired to 
approach your teaching and leadership in a whole new way 
after this workshop. Come explore how discoveries in physics 
can guide your Christian school to set the standard for excellent 
education and leave with the practical tools to get started.

Teacher as Learner Slice De-Brief 
STRAND: Learning Environment LOCATION:  ROOM 105
PRESENTED BY:  KRISTA WALLACE, STEVEN LEVY
This workshop is for the participants of the pre-conference class 
"Teacher as Learner". We will debrief the experience and examine 
the instructional protocols used in Deeper Learning.
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Chart to Heart  
STRAND: Cultural & Spiritual Formation LOCATION:  ROOM 101
PRESENTED BY:  JOANNA LEVY
Many schools have identified character qualities that define the 
values of their school. They are displayed on posters in the halls, 
they adorn school stationery, and they pop up on websites. But 
how do these virtues get from the hallway charts to the students’ 
hearts? This workshop will describe and illustrate a variety of 
structures, practices, and activities that inspire behaviors and 
attitudes that demonstrate character development in daily 
school life. Participants will have the opportunity to share their 
best practices with one another and adopt any of the structures 
and liturgies that have proven formative in our school.

Building the Kingdom of God: Faculty First 
STRAND: Cultural & Spiritual Formation LOCATION:  ROOM 206
PRESENTED BY:  DEB ROBERTS, PATRICIA MONCADA-JIRON
Adult Christian educators cannot give what they don’t have. 
You often hear the phrase “put on your oxygen mask before 
helping others.” The same principle applies for building Christian 
community in schools. Through faculty CREW, we strive to be 
compassionate, contributing community members who rely 
on one another, create together, and celebrate one another’s 
successes as we continue to build up the Kingdom of God. By 
doing this well, we can pass on these same gifts to our students.

SESSION #2
THURSDAY 12:45PM - 2:15PM
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Igniting Passion through EL  
STRAND: Curriculum LOCATION:  ROOM 105
PRESENTED BY:  LORRAINE SMITH LOWE, SONDRA BRYAN
In this workshop participants will be learning about how to 
ignite excitement and engagement to create life long learners. 
Methods include: planning hands-on learning experiences, 
student-led community service, finding a topic that is relevant 
to students' lives, ownership over their final product, and learning 
from experts. Participants will be given a general description of 
each method, time to apply them to their schools and a specific 
example from an existing expedition. Specific examples will be 
taken from 5th grade, middle school, and high school.

Bringing Christian Education to Life:  Service Learning  
STRAND: Curriculum LOCATION:  LEARNING COMMONS
PRESENTED BY:  LYNN SWANER
Service-learning helps students connect classroom learning 
with genuine service to their communities, thereby deepening 
their learning by applying it to real life. In addition to the proven 
impact of service-learning (on academic outcomes, civic 
engagement, spiritual leadership, and personal development), 
service-learning in Christian schools brings Ephesians 2:10 to life 
for students, by engaging them as active participants in God's 
redemptive and renewing work. Drawing on the presenter’s new 
book on service-learning, as well as extensive work in Christian 
schools, this session will help participants develop a roadmap for 
harnessing the power of service-learning in your school.

Savory Food: C. S. Lewis on Cultivating Virtue 
STRAND: Instruction LOCATION:  ROOM 100
PRESENTED BY:  AMY IMBODY
An obscure poem by C. S. Lewis guides us in a multi-sensory 
approach to cultivating virtue in our own hearts and in the hearts 
of our students. Celery, grapes, mirrors and gates help students 
to access, memorize, understand and apply the Truth found in a 
complex piece of literature. Through our engagement with this 
poem, Lewis shares invaluable counsel to educators regarding 
"food for the soul."
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Growth Mindset and Today’s Learners 
STRAND: Instruction LOCATION:  CHORAL
PRESENTED BY:  KRISTYN KAMPS
Brain research has made significant gains in explaining how 
the human brain functions—what a fascinating window into the 
complexity of God and his creation! The more we learn, the more 
we can glean in terms of providing an environment that honors 
and grows today’s students. Join me as we take a closer look 
at how to translate the latest scientific discoveries into concrete 
strategies that promote growth mindset and support all learners.

Effective Cognitive Coaching: Fostering a Culture of 
Deeper Adult Learning 
STRAND: Leadership LOCATION:  ROOM 103
PRESENTED BY:  JULIE WINN, LIBBY BURTON
In our classrooms we seek to honor, engage and challenge our 
learners, but how often do we do the same for our teachers? If we 
want our teachers to model this beautiful culture of engagement, 
shouldn't we strive to create the same culture for them? Through 
Cognitive Coaching, faculty are encouraged to take on the role 
of reflective learner, where guided conversations can lead to 
meaningful growth.  This session will lay out the basic principles 
of coaching, offer protocols and strategies for successful 
conversations, and offer an opportunity to practice new skills.

How to Create Classroom Learning Ecosystems 
STRAND: Learning Environments LOCATION:  BAND/ORCHESTRA
PRESENTED BY:  SEAN BAUM
We all know that relationships are at the core of successful 
and engaging educational environments but how do we 
create an ecosystem to foster those relationships? It all starts 
with the methods of instruction and how you plan to create a 
learning environment that supports the type of instruction that 
makes relationships and peer to peer collaboration the key to 
learning. We must have our learning spaces and technology 
properly aligned to those principles to ensure we can surround 
our teachers and students with social and emotional tasks 
and activities that lead to higher levels of engagement and 
relationships. We will discuss and collaborate on how a learning 
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ecosystem can use design thinking principles to create the types 
of learning environments that lead to these desired outcomes.

One School's Journey with Christian Deeper Learning  
STRAND: Learning Environments LOCATION:  ROOM 102
PRESENTED BY:  CHRISTY MCTAVISH, WANDA KING
The Lower Campuses at Norfolk Christian Schools have ventured 
on the Christian Deeper Learning path for three years now. Hear 
our first-hand account of steps taken, lessons learned, and 
incredible God moments from our journey thus far. Attendees will 
gain clear insights on practical considerations for implementing 
Christian Deeper Learning in their schools, including: foundations 
that may need to be in place for Christian Deeper Learning to 
take root; planting those first seeds into the minds and hearts of 
faculty; leadership steps towards fleshing out expeditions at each 
grade level; and bringing the community together with a Deeper 
Learning Celebration.
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Do Sweat the Small Stuff: Deeper Details for Deeper 
Learning 
STRAND: Assessment LOCATION:  LEARNING COMMONS
PRESENTED BY:  STEVEN LEVY
Culture is the root of continuous improvement. Various strategies 
come and go, but culture keeps us coming and going. Many 
classes spend significant time defining habits of heart and mind. 
Our students know (not necessarily practice) the fruits of the 
spirit or the throughlines of Teaching for Transformation. But not 
as many can define what it means to “work.” How do we cultivate 
a culture that expects and supports quality work in the various 
assignments that come and go? A culture that inspires working 
for God and not for grades? I will share a process to teach 
students what it means to work, and how excellence is built on 
the foundation of details.

The Necessity of Play in Community Building 
STRAND: Cultural & Spiritual Formation LOCATION:  BAND/
ORCHESTRA
PRESENTED BY:  DAVID HOFFNER
What if the statement, "you can discover more about a person in 
an hour of play than a year of conversation" is true? What if we 
are more shaped by the story we're in and the play we engage in 
than by the information we know or the facts we can state? This 
workshop will explore ways to build community in professional 
development and faculty culture with an emphasis on play, 
gratuity, and the goodness of God.

SESSION #3
THURSDAY 2:30PM - 4:00PM
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Space for Dialogue: Preparing Schools and 
Classrooms to Engage in Conversations around 
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
STRAND: Cultural & Spiritual Formation LOCATION:  CHORAL
PRESENTED BY:  DARREN SPYKSMA
Hear stories of how schools in British Columbia, Canada have 
placed student safety as a central tenet to community and 
classroom conversations regarding sexual orientation and 
gender identity of students. Engage in small groups to experience 
some of the professional development teachers received as 
part of preparation and learning. Begin to imagine and plan how 
your school can prepare staff and students to walk humbly with 
God as they examine His call on them in regards to character, 
friendship, relationships, sexuality, and gender.

Boots & Roots: Emergent Outdoor Education 
STRAND: Curriculum LOCATION:  ROOM 100
PRESENTED BY:  ABIGAIL WESTBROOK, AMY IMBODY
Boots & Roots is an approach to early childhood education that 
takes young children out into God's creation to explore, discover 
and delight in His design. Books, music, poetry, nature, art, not to 
mention running, climbing, digging and hiking (AND the children's 
own ideas and observations!) provide ample curriculum for 
Biblically integral learning in the great outdoors.

Five activities to encourage critical thinking  
STRAND: Instruction LOCATION:  ROOM 105
PRESENTED BY:  SARA ESPINOZA
When challenged to solicit critical thinking in the classroom, 
many teachers envision having to plan elaborate projects or 
grade long essays, but encouraging critical thinking can really 
be very simple and fun, even with young students. This workshop 
will model six activities for any content or grade level that require 
minimal planning, but will definitely engage students in deeper 
thinking and promote ownership of learning.
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Sharing Examples of Practice - Stories from Australia 
STRAND: Instruction LOCATION:  ROOM 206
PRESENTED BY:  FIONA PARTRIDGE, EMILY BROOKS
This workshop will present the Transformation by Design (TbD) 
resource used by Christian Education National (CEN) schools 
in Australia to frame teaching and learning.The presenters will 
explore a range of crafted teaching practices which help develop 
classrooms as communities and enable students to participate 
in God's story of the world, critiquing other dominant cultural 
stories around them. Examples from curriculum and student 
learning activities using the TbD framework will be shared. The 
presenters will use a range of teaching routines throughout 
the presentation, encouraging critical and creative thinking. 
Participants will come away with a number of ideas they can 
embed in their own classrooms as they seek to develop beautiful, 
active learning communities.

Leading the Team  
STRAND: Leadership LOCATION:  ROOM 103
PRESENTED BY:  ANDREW SMALLEY
How can you help raise teacher and student engagement? 
How must your approach differ for creative types of educators? 
Come explore the challenges many schools face and find some 
answers. We’ll discuss how to harness the creative spirit in your 
school and examine strategies for follow-through.

Restorative Practice in Schools 
STRAND: Learning Environments LOCATION:  ROOM 102
PRESENTED BY:  JAMES KUTNOW
Restorative practices is an emerging social response to school 
discipline that studies how to strengthen relationships between 
individuals within their communities. In the context of schools, 
restorative conversations with students is a powerful method for 
processing discipline by providing students with opportunities 
to take ownership for their action and work through conflicts 
with others. Developing opportunities to move away from 
traditional punitive processes and into restorative methods 
allows administrators to engage students in the process in a 
more meaningful way and follows the lead of God's redemptive 
story including the lead from Galatians 6:1-2 which states that 
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"if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should 
restore that person gently...carry each other's burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ" and Matthew 5:23-24 which 
reads, “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and 
there remember that your brother has something against you, 
leave your gift in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to 
your brother; then come and offer your gift.”

Designing for Christian Practices  
STRAND: Learning Environments LOCATION:  ROOM 101
PRESENTED BY:  JIM PETERSON
In this workshop designers will learn about the importance 
of Christian practices to guide students towards deeper 
learning. Participants will interact with how spaces and learning 
environment changes can lead to greater student engagement 
with Christian practices and the deeper learning that springs 
from interacting with the practices. Participants will create ideas 
that they can implement in their classroom or school around 
designing space to inspire practices.
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“God’s Handiwork, Made to do Beautiful Work”: Models, 
Critique, and Revision  
STRAND: Assessment LOCATION:  LEARNING COMMONS
PRESENTED BY:  JUSTIN COOK
How do we embed social/emotional learning in classroom 
cultures of belonging with actual structures and practices in our 
day to day work? Responsive Classroom provides those concrete 
structures and practices to support students in a culture where 
all students are known and valued. This session will introduce you 
to Responsive Classroom, will explore and embody its approach 
through a morning meeting and examples from actual K-8 
classrooms, and will provide you with resources to consider if you 
want to implement Responsive Classroom in your own classroom 
too.

Redemptive Discipline  
STRAND: Cultural & Spiritual Formation LOCATION:  ROOM 101
PRESENTED BY:  AMY IMBODY
Participants learn three research and scripture-supported 
factors equipping them to lead effectively in their schools 
and classrooms. Equally pertinent to classroom teachers, 
administrators, and supervisors, the workshop provides both 
the underlying principles and strong practices that enable 
Redemptive Educators to bless their students and colleagues 
with sound and biblical approaches to management in the 
learning community.

SESSION #4
FRIDAY 10:30AM - 12:00PM
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Sacramental Teaching in a Secular Culture  
STRAND: Cultural & Spiritual Formation LOCATION:  ROOM 102
PRESENTED BY:  DUSTIN MESSER
In the Christian reckoning of reality, creation isn't an end in itself. 
It points beyond itself, signifying the grandeur and glory of the 
Creator. Even if we believe this as Christians, we often teach as 
if nature is a brute fact--something worthy of our dissection, 
but not our delight. In this workshop, we will explore the ways in 
which the Christian view of the world can make us more curious, 
humble, and joyful learners.

Real Work, Real Needs  
STRAND: Curriculum LOCATION:  BAND/ORCHESTRA
PRESENTED BY:  DARRYL DE BOER
This session is designed for K-12 teachers to explore what it 
means to design deeper learning experiences that invite, nurture 
and empower students to participate in real work that meets a 
real need for real people. Workshop participants will interact with 
each other and K-12 stories that illustrate the design principles 
behind creating REAL learning experiences with your students. 
The deep hope for this session is that you will begin to imagine 
learning experiences that fully invites your students to play their 
role in God’s story.

Creating a Collaborative Culture  
STRAND: Instruction LOCATION:  ROOM 100
PRESENTED BY:  KRISTYN KAMPS
Studies say that the benefits of cooperative learning are many-
-among them, students learn to work with a variety of people, 
they become more engaged in the learning process, and they 
come to know their individual strengths and weaknesses as a 
result. Putting students into groups and assigning a collaborative 
task, however, does not ensure positive results. Come learn what 
it takes to create a collaborative culture that honors God’s call to 
community while also preparing students to work productively 
with others.
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Show, Don’t Tell: Imagination in Space, Time, and the 
Hearts of Our Young Learners 
STRAND: Instruction LOCATION:  CHORAL
PRESENTED BY:  STEVEN LEVY
Once upon a time there was a teacher who prepared a daily 
feast for his students. He explained how appetizing the salad was, 
the scrumptious entree, and of course, the mouthwatering desert. 
The children’s heads got bigger and bigger. After many days he 
noticed all their heads were laying on their desks. Their chests 
and limbs were not strong enough to support them! He went to 
visit the old grandmother who lived at the edge of the woods. 
She gave him something that would strengthen their bodies and 
hearts to hold their strong heads up. Come see what it was.

Improving Writing and Metacognition through Video 
Feedback 
STRAND: Instruction LOCATION:  ROOM 206
PRESENTED BY:  PHILLIP SIEMER
Often students misunderstand, ignore, or fail to reflect upon 
feedback. Research shows students ignore feedback on writing 
once they see grades. This reality leads instructors to feel 
that giving feedback is an inefficient or unnecessary process. 
Such feelings could lead to less productive feedback, leaving 
students without the knowledge or motivation to improve. For this 
reason, I have delayed informing students of grades on writing 
assignments. Instead of written feedback, I have begun giving 
screencast video feedback and requiring self-assessment before 
showing grades. I will show my process, teach the tools, explain 
the rationale, and present examples of student growth.
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Schools that Learn: Leading for Organizational Change 
STRAND: Leadership LOCATION:  ROOM 103
PRESENTED BY:  JASON WENSCHLAG
Have some of your change processes fallen flat? Do you have 
a culture that reflects or promotes professional learning? 
This interactive workshop will explore the challenges and 
opportunities faced when implementing new ideas, your role in 
creating a system of continuous faculty learning, and practical 
tools for leading change and implementing Deeper Learning in 
your school. Attendees will gain insight into their own practices 
and walk away with a model for faculty growth that increases 
collaboration, promotes learning, celebrates success, and 
changes culture.

Inside Look at Outdoor Ed  
STRAND: Learning Environments LOCATION:  ROOM 105
PRESENTED BY:  ASHLEY BLAZER, LINDY REESE
Get an inside look at outdoor education during this interactive 
workshop that explores the benefits of utilizing alternative 
learning environments and shares one school’s journey towards 
diversifying their educational offerings. Be inspired with a mini 
outdoor expedition followed by a classroom session that covers 
the design and logistics of adventure programming in order to 
engage students through fun, meaningful experiences.

PRECONFERENCE
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PRECONFERENCE
This year, we offered three pre-conference classes to explore 

Deeper Learning in Christian schools:

Teacher as Learner: What it Feels Like to be a Deeper 
Learner    PRESENTED BY: STEVEN LEVY & KRISTA WALLACE
The only way to know God is to experience God. We might say the same 
for deeper learning. The only way to really know it is to experience it. 
It will be very difficult to bring deeper learning to your students if you 
haven’t experienced it yourself. This pre-conference session will offer a 
slice of deeper learning that will immerse the learner in an experience 
that integrates academic content, literacy skills, engaging instruction, 
formative assessment and spiritual formation. You will experience the 
kind of learning you will want to bring to your students. Everyone who 
enrolls in this deeper learning slice should also enroll in the first session, 
“Teacher as Learner Slice De-brief” on Thursday morning to debrief the 
experience and discuss application in the classroom.

Teacher as Designer: Designing Deeper Learning 
Experiences    PRESENTED BY: DARRYL DEBOER
Our current working definition of Deeper Learning in Christian education, 
People of God’s story engaged in real work that forms self and shapes 
the world, provides the context for this pre-conference session. As an 
active participant in God’s story, come join others as you will be invited, 
nurtured and empowered to design deeper learning experiences of 
‘real work that meets a real need for real people.’ We will begin our 
day engaging with exemplars of deeper learning, and, using deeper 
learning design tools, transition to designing our own deeper learning 
experiences that we can bring back to the classrooms of our schools. 
This session will equip participants with deeper learning practices/tools 
that emphasize self-assessment and reflection, design, curiosity, peer 
feedback, and joy-filled collaboration. A day to experience real work 
that will form you and shape your classroom!

Teacher as Explorer: Using the Outdoors as a Teaching 
Tool   PRESENTED BY: THE STAFF OF SKY RANCH
The outdoors is God’s classroom. How is your school currently utilizing 
the outdoors as a teaching tool across disciplines? This pre-conference 
session will offer a day of immersion in an outdoor education program 
for Christian schools. You will discover deeper learning instructional 
methods that you can adapt for your classroom.
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Deeper Learning in Christian Schools: 
Playing our Part in God’s Story
People of God’s story engaged in real work that 
forms self and shapes the world

What does it mean to approach learning as participation in 
“God’s Story?” Learning in God’s story is not primarily about 
content but about experience. Our participation is not only about 
what we think but also about our deepest hopes for ourselves 
and the world in light of God’s story.
 
Our role in God’s Story is discovered by looking inward, realizing 
who we are as image bearers, and looking outward, as we 
explore our world and see where God is working in it.  Deeper 
learning in Christian education provides a way to learn content 
and skills, and to develop the character of Christ through aligning 
the unique gifts of the learner with the deep needs of the world.
 
So, for students and educators, ‘Deeper Learning’ invites us to 
become engaged in God’s story, equips us to play our unique 
role, and empowers us to apply our knowledge and skills to 
produce real work that meets real needs for real people.  
 
Encapsulated in our bolded definition, the following three 
foundations for designing Deeper Learning experiences for our 
students are expanded upon and explored throughout this 
document:

• A celebration of the learner: what it means to be created in 
God’s image. 
PEOPLE OF GOD’S STORY…
• A mindfulness towards learning design: how curriculum, 
instruction and assessment inspire inward and outward 
engagement. 
…ENGAGED IN REAL WORK…
• A responsiveness to culture: how to embody our mission 
in every aspect of school life and how to live it out in God’s 
world.
…THAT FORMS SELF AND SHAPES THE WORLD.
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Who are the Learners?   
PEOPLE OF GOD’S STORY...

“ F o r  w e  a r e  G o d ’ s  h a n d i w o r k ,  c r e a t e d  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s 
t o  d o  g o o d  w o r k s ,  w h i c h  G o d  p r e p a r e d  i n  a d v a n c e 
f o r  u s  t o  d o ”  ( E p h .  2 : 1 0 ) .
Deeper learning helps all learners find their purpose within God’s 
unfolding story: a story of intimacy, rebellion and brokenness, and an 
invitation from the cross to participate with the Trinity in restoring a fallen 
world.  Deeper learning in Christian schools recognizes that the learner 
does not learn for advancement of self, but as a faithful response to co-
create in establishing the kingdom of heaven - here and now.

All members of the community in a deeper learning Christian school 
are invited to see their identity as God’s beautiful handiwork, made in his 
likeness. As image-bearers of God we are:

1. CREATED TO WORSHIP – We are made to worship God, to find joy, 
meaning, faith, peace and love in relationship with the Trinity. Learning 
deepens when the process, the content and the application of all we 
learn is guided by our call to worship in spirit and truth.
2. CREATED TO CONNECT – We are designed for connection to God 
and others, reflecting the unity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Learning deepens when it promotes relationships, is dependent on 
collaboration, and connects our personal stories with the story of 
God’s redemption.
3. CREATED TO CREATE – God’s first role was Creator. Made in His 
image, we are made to create. Learning deepens when students 
are asked to apply knowledge and skills to create works of beauty, 
authenticity and service. 
4. CREATED TO ENGAGE – We are designed to put the love God has 
“shed abroad in our hearts” into action. Learning deepens when we 
are engaged in school, in our communities and in caring for God’s 
creation.
5. CREATED TO GROW - We are designed to develop in our 
knowledge and understanding of who God is.  Learning and faith 
deepen when we can answer, “How does this help us know God 
more?” 

Any Christian school that pursues deeper learning will have these image 
bearing characteristics at the foundation of their design, and maximize 
every opportunity for everyone in the community to manifest them. 



What is the process of learning? 
...ENGAGED IN REAL WORK...

W h a t  i f  ( C h r i s t i a n )  e d u c a t i o n  w a s  p r i m a r i l y 
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s h a p i n g  o u r  h o p e s  a n d  p a s s i o n s 
–  o u r  v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  ‘ g o o d  l i f e ’  –  a n d  n o t  m e r e l y 
a b o u t  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  d a t a  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n 
a s  i n p u t s  t o  o u r  t h i n k i n g ?   W h a t  i f  t h e  p r i m a r y  w o r k 
o f  ( C h r i s t i a n )  e d u c a t i o n  w a s  t h e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o f 
o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s a t u r a t i o n  o f  o u r 
i n t e l l e c t ?       J a m e s  K . A .  S m i t h

The process of learning is rooted in finding our role in God’s Story. 
In schools, our vehicles for exploring God’s story and our role in it 
are:

CURRICULUM: the content of what we teach. 
Learning deepens when students discover the Creator’s truth 
present in reality, in God’s creation. Learning experiences are 
designed to provoke complex thinking, inspire beautiful work 
and form students into the character of Christ. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES: how we design and organize 

learning experiences.
Learning deepens when students are engaged as active 
participants, having rigorous conversations, making creative 
connections, constructing meaning together in accord with 
God’s word.

ASSESSMENT: what evidence of learning we choose to gather 
and how we gather it. 
Learning deepens when students are challenged to assume 
responsibility for their own learning. They work as if for God, 
and not for grades. Regular opportunities for reflection on 
work and character deepen our understanding of ourselves, 
our need for others and for God’s grace.



CULTURE: how we establish our values and practice them 
together in community.
Learning deepens when the mission of the school is reflected 
in every aspect of school life.  Practices are designed to 
continually focus and remind everyone in the community of 
the purpose of our being together: to love the Lord with all our 
hearts and to love our neighbor as ourselves. The classroom 
learning environment - the relationships, the arrangement of 
space, the celebration of student work - reflects this purpose.

These domains intersect in schools as we seek to make 
connections between our stories and the stories of others, 
always connecting back to our shared story of God’s redemption. 
Educators intentionally implement strategies that both challenge 
and support learners. They employ educational strategies that 
respect learners as image bearers, foster personal reflection, 
promote collaboration, and empower them to be the leaders of 
their own learning, resulting in a deeper relationship with God 
and others. 

Any Christian school that pursues deeper learning will consider 
each learning experience an exploration of a small narrative 
chapter in the cosmic story. Educators design curriculum in 
which students not only learn about the stories of the world, they 
also serve as agents of change in response to what they learn, 
engaging in real work, thinking critically and creatively about how 
to work with God to restore the fallen brokenness of the world.
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What is learning for?
...THAT FORMS SELF AND SHAPES THE WORLD

I  c a n  o n l y  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  “ W h a t  a m  I  t o  d o ? ” 
i f  I  c a n  a n s w e r  t h e  p r i o r  q u e s t i o n ,  “ O f  w h a t  s t o r y  o r 
s t o r i e s  d o  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  a  p a r t ? ”    A l a s d a i r  M a c I n t y r e

To practice deeper learning in Christian schools is to recognize 
the reciprocal process of spiritual development and active 
engagement in the world. Deeper learning requires the kind of 
work that both forms the character of the learner and shapes the 
world.  This recognition gives direction for the type of beautiful 
work - qualities of purpose, complexity, craftsmanship and 
authenticity - that teachers are to design and students are to 
create.

Christian schools practicing deeper learning engage their larger 
cultural contexts, locally and globally, and view learning as 
something to be shared and lived out, rather than as a personal 
and private endeavor. Life experiences that happen both within 
school and beyond it are incorporated into ongoing learning.  
Deeper learners apply their knowledge and skills to produce 
beautiful work that solves real problems. They share it with an 
authentic audience who can be blessed and shaped by it. In this 
way, learning experiences that involve real and beautiful work 
draw the connection between learning and living. 

And, as learners form habits that connect learning to living, these 
outward practices are in turn forming the learner.  Learning that 
draws the learner beyond self, deepens self. As students apply 
their learning to renew school, community and the natural world, 
an internal renewal and character development mirrors this 
external ‘making of all things new again.’

Any Christian school that pursues deeper learning will design 
learning that facilitates both inward and outward renewal as 
students explore their role in God’s story.
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So what? Now what?

It is the hope that the ideas contained in this document serves 
as an invitation for Christian school educators to consider the 
type of learning shared above.  It is the hope that this definition 
of Deeper Learning in Christian Schools, People of God’s story 
engaged in real work that forms self and shapes the world, 
catalyzes Christian schools to reflect on their teaching practices 
to ensure they are aligned with their primary purpose of inviting, 
nurturing and empowering students and teachers to play their 
part within God’s unfolding story of redemption.
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