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Ashley Blazer, 
Lindy Reese

Head of School, 
Expeditionary 
Learning Director

Inside Look at 
Outdoor Ed

Get an inside look at outdoor education during this interactive 
workshop that explores the benefits of utilizing alternative 
learning environments and shares one school’s journey towards 
diversifying their educational offerings. Be inspired with a mini 
outdoor expedition followed by a classroom session that 
covers the design and logistics of adventure programming in 
order to engage students through fun, meaningful experiences.

Learning 
Environment

Harry Blyleven Executive Director, 
Christian Teachers 
Academy, Hamilton, 
Ontario

Community 
Connections PBL

"How do community partnerships provide learners an 
opportunity to go deeper in their learning and further into their 
community?" This is the Driving Question that we will focus our 
time answering. Opening our classrooms and partnering with 
outside organizations can be intimidating, and even a bit scary; 
however, these partnerships offer an engagement level that 
helps student learning by providing real work with real purpose 
for real people. Through project stories and exemplars, 
participants will explore how using Project Based Learning can 
build and develop deeper learning relationships with their 
community.

Curriculum

Justin Cook Director of Learning, 
Edvance, Hamilton, 
Ontario

“God’s Handiwork, 
Made to do 
Beautiful Work”: 
Models, Critique, 
and Revision 

Christian Deeper Learning urges us to believe that students are 
themselves a beautiful work—"God’s handiwork” as Paul says 
in Ephesians 2:10, and that we are all “created in Christ Jesus 
to do good work which God has prepared for us in advance to 
do.” How do we design learning for this type of beautiful work? 
This involves risk on our part as the teacher. The key is to 
create safe classrooms where students are intrinsically 
motivated by the work and taught how to support each other in 
excellence through models, critique, and revision—formative 
assessment for learning. We’ll embody this type of Ephesians 
2:10 pedagogy through a workshop format.

Assessment

Justin Cook Director of Learning, 
Edvance, Hamilton, 
Ontario

Creating 
Communities of 
Engagement and 
Belonging Through 
the Responsive 
Classroom

How do we embed social/emotional learning in classroom 
cultures of belonging with actual structures and practices in our 
day to day work? Responsive Classroom provides those 
concrete structures and practices to support students in a 
culture where all students are known and valued. This session 
will introduce you to Responsive Classroom, will explore and 
embody its approach through a morning meeting and examples 
from actual K-8 classrooms, and will provide you with 
resources to consider if you want to implement Responsive 
Classroom in your own classroom too.

Spiritual 
Formation

Darryl De Boer CACE – TFT Fellow, 
K-12 Director of 
Learning, Surrey 
Christian School, 
Surrey, British 
Columbia

Real Work, Real 
Needs

This session is designed for K-12 teachers to explore what it 
means to design deeper learning experiences that invite, 
nurture and empower students to participate in real work that 
meets a real need for real people.  Workshop participants will 
interact with each other and K-12 stories that illustrate the 
design principles behind creating REAL learning experiences 
with your students.  The deep hope for this session is that you 
will begin to imagine learning experiences for that fully invites 
your students to play their role in God’s story.

Curriculum, 
Instruction

Darryl De Boer CACE – TFT Fellow, 
K-12 Director of 
Learning, Surrey 
Christian School, 
Surrey, British 
Columbia

Leading Change This session is designed for schools who are considering 
embarking, or who have begun already, on a journey in which 
they would like to transform current classroom practices into 
deeper learning practices.  By hearing stories of schools who 
have embarked on 4 year journeys into the Teaching for 
Transformation framework for deeper learning, schools can 
begin to imagine the structures and leadership frameworks 
required for their school journey.  While this session will 
specifically focus on the Teaching for Transformation approach 
to deeper learning implementation, the ideas and principles are 
applicable to any school change journey. The deep hope of this 
session that schools will feel empowered to begin or continue 
their journey into deeper learning.

Leadership

2019 Christian Deeper Learning Conference Presenters and Topics

�1



Sara Espinoza Educator Take the Quantum 
Leap - Reframing 
Education for 
Infinite Possibility

(Disclaimer: This is not a physics class.) You will be inspired to 
approach your teaching and leadership in a whole new way 
after this workshop. Come explore how discoveries in physics 
can guide your Christian school to set the standard for 
excellent education and leave with the practical tools to get 
started.

Learning 
Environment

Sara Espinoza Educator Five Simple 
Activities to 
Encourage Critical 
Thinking in Any 
Classroom

When challenged to solicit critical thinking in the classroom, 
many teachers envision having to plan elaborate projects or 
grade long essays, but encouraging critical thinking can really 
be very simple and fun, even with young students. This 
workshop will model six activities for any content or grade level 
that require minimal planning, but will definitely engage 
students in deeper thinking and promote ownership of learning.

Instruction

David Hoffner Executive Director of 
Faith Formation, 
Minnehaha Academy, 
Minneapolis, MN

The Necessity of 
Play in Community 
Building

What if the statement, "you can discover more about a person 
in an hour of play than a year of conversation" is true? What if 
we are more shaped by the story we're in and the play we 
engage in than by the information we know or the facts we can 
state? This workshop will explore ways to build community in 
professional development and faculty culture with an emphasis 
on play, gratuity, and the goodness of God.

Spiritual 
Formation

Amy Imbody Director, Center for 
Redemptive 
Education, Ashland, 
VA

Redemptive 
Discipline

Participants learn three research and scripture-supported 
factors equipping them to lead effectively in their schools and 
classrooms. Equally pertinent to classroom teachers, 
administrators, and supervisors, the workshop provides both 
the underlying principles and strong practices that enable 
Redemptive Educators to bless their students and colleagues 
with sound and biblical approaches to management in the 
learning community. 

Spiritual 
Formation

Amy Imbody Director, Center for 
Redemptive 
Education, Ashland, 
VA

Savory Food: C. S. 
Lewis on 
Cultivating Virtue

An obscure poem by C. S. Lewis guides us in a multi-sensory 
approach to cultivating virtue in our own hearts and in the 
hearts of our students. Celery, grapes, mirrors and gates help 
students to access, memorize, understand and apply the Truth 
found in a complex piece of literature. Through our engagement 
with this poem, Lewis shares invaluable counsel to educators 
regarding "food for the soul."

Instruction

Kristyn Kamps National Faculty, 
Buck Institute of 
Education, 
Kentwood, MI

Creating a 
Collaborative 
Culture

Studies say that the benefits of cooperative learning are many--
among them, students learn to work with a variety of people, 
they become more engaged in the learning process, and they 
come to know their individual strengths and weaknesses as a 
result. Putting students into groups and assigning a 
collaborative task, however, does not ensure positive results. 
Come learn what it takes to create a collaborative culture that 
honors God’s call to community while also preparing students 
to work productively with others.

Instruction

Kristyn Kamps National Faculty, 
Buck Institute of 
Education, 
Kentwood, MI

Growth Mindset 
and Today’s 
Learners

Brain research has made significant gains in explaining how the 
human brain functions—what a fascinating window into the 
complexity of God and his creation! The more we learn, the 
more we can glean in terms of providing an environment that 
honors and grows today’s students. Join me as we take a 
closer look at how translate the latest scientific discoveries into 
concrete strategies that promote growth mindset and support 
all learners.

Instruction
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James Kutnow Dean and Director of 
Graham Elementary 
and Middle School, 
Columbus, OH

Restorative 
Practice in Schools

Restorative practices is an emerging social response to school 
discipline that studies how to strengthen relationships between 
individuals within their communities. In the context of schools, 
restorative conversations with students is a powerful method 
for processing discipline by providing students with 
opportunities to take ownership for their action and work 
through conflicts with others. Developing opportunities to move 
away from traditional punitive processes and into restorative 
methods allows administrators to engage students in the 
process in a more meaningful way and follows the lead of 
God's redemptive story including the lead from Galatians 6:1-2 
which states that "if someone is caught in a sin, you who live 
by the Spirit should restore that person gently...carry each 
other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ" 
and Matthew 5:23-24 which reads, “Therefore, if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your gift in front of 
the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come 
and offer your gift.”

Learning 
Environment

Sean Baum VP, Meteor Education, 
Gainesville, FL

Transformative 
Modernizations

Learning 
Environment

Steven Levy CACE Fellow, 
InspirED, Boston, MA

Show, Don’t Tell: 
Imagination in 
Space, Time, and 
the Hearts of Our 
Young Learners

Once upon a time there was a teacher who prepared a daily 
feast for his students. He explained how appetizing the salad 
was, the scrumptious entree, and of course, the mouthwatering 
desert. The children’s heads got bigger and bigger. After many 
days he noticed all their heads were laying on their desks. Their 
chests and limbs were not strong enough to support them! He 
went to visit the old grandmother who lived at the edge of the 
woods. She gave him something that would strengthen their 
bodies and hearts to hold their strong heads up. Come see 
what it was. 

Instruction

Steven Levy CACE Fellow, 
InspirED, Boston, MA

Do Sweat the Small 
Stuff: Deeper 
Details for Deeper 
Learning

Culture is the root of continuous improvement. Various 
strategies come and go, but culture keeps us coming and 
going. Many classes spend significant time defining habits of 
heart and mind. Our students know (not necessarily practice) 
the fruits of the spirit or the throughlines of Teaching for 
Transformation. But not as many can define what it means to 
“work.” How do we cultivate a culture that expects and 
supports quality work in the various assignments that come 
and go? A culture that inspires working for God and not for 
grades? I will share a process to teach students what it means 
to work, and how excellence is built on the foundation of 
details.

Assessment

Joanna Levy Head of School, New 
Covenant, Boston, 
MA

Chart to Heart Many schools have identified character qualities that define the 
values of their school. They are displayed on posters in the 
halls, they adorn school stationery, and they pop up on 
websites. But how do these virtues get from the hallway charts 
to the students’ hearts? This workshop will describe and 
illustrate a variety of structures, practices, and activities that 
inspire behaviors and attitudes that demonstrate character 
development in daily school life. Participants will have the 
opportunity to share their best practices with one another and 
adopt any of the structures and liturgies that have proven 
formative in our school.

Spiritual 
Formation

Lorraine Smith 
Lowe, Sondra 
Bryan

HS and MS Math 
Teachers, Doulos 
Discovery School, 
Dominican Republic

Igniting Passion 
Through EL

In this workshop participants will be learning about how to 
ignite excitement and engagement to create life long learners. 
Methods include: planning hands-on learning experiences, 
student-led community service, finding a topic that is relevant 
to students' lives, ownership over their final product, and 
learning from experts. Participants will be given a general 
description of each method, time to apply them to their schools 
and a specific example from an existing expedition. Specific 
examples will be taken from 5th grade, middle school, and high 
school.

Curriculum
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Christy 
McTavish, 
Wanda King

Teachers, Norfolk 
Christian Schools, 
Norfolk, VA

One School's 
Beginning Journey 
with Christian 
Deeper Learning

The Lower Campuses at Norfolk Christian Schools have 
ventured on the Christian Deeper Learning path for three years 
now.  Hear our first-hand account of steps taken, lessons 
learned, and incredible God moments from our journey thus far. 
Attendees will gain clear insights on practical considerations for 
implementing Christian Deeper Learning in their schools, 
including: foundations that may need to be in place for 
Christian Deeper Learning to take root; planting those first 
seeds into the minds and hearts of faculty; leadership steps 
towards fleshing out expeditions at each grade level; and 
bringing the community together with a Deeper Learning 
Celebration. 

Leadership

Dustin Messer Bible Teacher, Legacy 
Christian, Frisco, TX

Sacramental 
Teaching in a 
Secular Culture

In the Christian reckoning of reality, creation isn't an end in 
itself. It points beyond itself, signifying the grandeur and glory 
of the Creator. Even if we believe this as Christians, we often 
teach as if nature is a brute fact--something worthy of our 
dissection, but not our delight. In this workshop, we will explore 
the ways in which the Christian view of the world can make us 
more curious, humble, and joyful learners. 

Spiritual 
Formation

Patrick Pace MS Social Studies 
Teacher, Red Oak 
Middle School, 
Battleboro, NC

Created in the 
Image of God: 
Exposing 
Dehumanization 
and Humanizing 
our Neighbors

In our current context, disagreements often descend into 
bitterness and anger, sometimes even plunging into 
dehumanizing speech or behavior. As Christians, we are called 
not to let such patterns of thinking and acting have any place in 
our hearts, but to replace them with gratitude, righteous justice, 
and love for our neighbor. The first part of this session will give 
you tools to help public or private school students identify 
different types of dehumanization, so that students can 
recognize such evils when they see them in history, literature, or 
current events. In the second part of this session, you will 
collaborate with others to make a specifically Biblical case for 
the value of all human beings, which you can use to help your 
students lovingly fight against the tendency to demonize and 
devalue others—especially those with whom they may 
disagree.

Spiritual 
Formation

Fiona 
Partridge, Emily 
Brooks

Professional Learning 
Staff and State 
Executive Officer, 
CEN Australia; 
Director of Teaching 
and Learning, Torrens 
Valley Christian 
School, Hope Valley, 
Australia

Sharing Examples 
of Practice - Stories 
from Australia

This workshop will present the Transformation by Design (TbD) 
resource used by Christian Education National (CEN) schools in 
Australia to frame teaching and learning.The presenters will 
explore a range of crafted teaching practices which help 
develop classrooms as communities and enable students to 
participate in God's story of the world, critiquing other 
dominant cultural stories around them. Examples from 
curriculum and student learning activities using the TbD 
framework will be shared. The presenters will use a range of 
teaching routines throughout the presentation, encouraging 
critical and creative thinking. Participants will come away with a 
number of ideas they can embed in their own classrooms as 
they seek to develop beautiful, active learning communities.

Instruction

Jim Peterson Head of School, 
South Christian HS, 
Cutlerville, MI

Designing for 
Christian Practices

In this workshop designers will learn about the importance of 
designers will learn about the importance of Christian practices 
to guide students towards deeper learning. Participants will 
interact with how spaces and learning environment changes 
can lead to greater student engagement with Christian 
practices and the deeper learning that springs from interacting 
with the practices. Participants will create ideas that they can 
implement in their classroom or school around designing space 
to inspire practices.

Learning 
Environment
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Anna Rainville Educational 
consultant/mentor, 
Saratoga, CA

Learning Through 
Movement

"I think, therefore, I am. But I think because I move." Anon 
Come learn how to lift concepts off the page and into 
movement. Participants will experience why movement is the 
gateway to learning. They will clap, stamp, walk, skip and 
dance their way through times tables, spelling words, and parts 
of speech. Maps will come to life and techniques to memorize 
verses will be explored. Knowing how sensory integration and 
crossing midlines contribute to the learning process will inspire 
participants to incorporate and create purposeful movement 
activities to support and enrich all aspects of the curriculum.

Instruction

Deb Roberts, 
Patricia 
Moncada-Jiron

Principal and teacher, 
Annunciation Catholic 
School, Denver, CO

Building the 
Kingdom of God: 
Faculty First

Adult Christian educators cannot give what they don’t have. 
You often hear the phrase “put on your oxygen mask before 
helping others.” The same principle applies for building 
Christian community in schools. Through faculty CREW, we 
strive to be compassionate, contributing community members 
who rely on one another, create together, and celebrate one 
another’s successes as we continue to build up the Kingdom of 
God. By doing this well, we can pass on these same gifts to our 
students.

Spiritual 
Formation

Phillip Siemer English Team Leader, 
Chicago Christian 
High School, Palos 
Heights, IL

Improving Writing 
and Metacognition 
through Video 
Feedback

Often students misunderstand, ignore, or fail to reflect upon 
feedback. Research shows students ignore feedback on writing 
once they see grades. This reality leads instructors to feel that 
giving feedback is an inefficient or unnecessary process. Such 
feelings could lead to less productive feedback, leaving 
students without the knowledge or motivation to improve. For 
this reason, I have delayed informing students of grades on 
writing assignments. Instead of written feedback, I have begun 
giving screencast video feedback and requiring self-
assessment before showing grades. I will show my process, 
teach the tools, explain the rationale, and present examples of 
student growth.

Instruction

Andrew 
Smalley

Director of Fine Arts, 
Regents School of 
Austin, Austin, TX

Leading the Team How can you help raise teacher and student engagement? How 
must your approach differ for creative types of educators? 
Come explore the challenges many schools face and find some 
answers. We’ll discuss how to harness the creative spirit in your 
school and examine strategies for follow-through.

Leadership

Darren 
Spyksma

Director of Learning, 
Society of Christian 
Schools in British 
Columbia

Space for Dialogue: 
Preparing Schools 
and Classrooms to 
Engage in 
Conversations 
around Sexual 
Orientation and 
Gender Identity

Hear stories of how schools in British Columbia, Canada have 
placed student safety as a central tenet to community and 
classroom conversations regarding sexual orientation and 
gender identity of students.  Engage in small groups to 
experience some of the professional development teachers 
received as part of preparation and learning.  Begin to imagine 
and plan how your school can prepare staff and students to 
walk humbly with God as they examine His call on them in 
regards to character, friendship, relationships, sexuality, and 
gender.  

Leadership

Darren 
Spyksma, 
Shannon 
Gillespie

Director of Learning, 
Society of Christian 
Schools in British 
Columbia; Assistant 
Principal, Nanaimo 
Christian School, 
British Columbia

The Role of Teacher 
Identity: A 
Professional 
Development Model 
Focused on 
Student Faith 
Formation

Parker Palmer suggests, “Good teaching cannot be reduced to 
technique; good teaching comes from the identity and integrity 
of the teacher.” Engage with a process of professional 
development which is built on the principles of quality 
professional development and focused on the impact of 
teacher identity and pedagogical choice on faith formation. 
Participants should be prepared to complete some preliminary 
planning of a unit or a lesson with faith formation as the focus.

Instruction
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Lynn Swaner Chief Strategy and 
Innovation Officer, 
ACSI, Colorado 
Springs, CO

Bringing Christian 
Education to Life: 
The Transformative 
Power of Service-
Learning

Service-learning helps students connect classroom learning 
with genuine service to their communities, thereby deepening 
their learning by applying it to real life. In addition to the proven 
impact of service-learning (on academic outcomes, civic 
engagement, and spiritual, leadership, and personal 
development), service-learning in Christian schools brings 
Ephesians 2:10 to life for students, by engaging them as active 
participants in God's redemptive and renewing work. Drawing 
on the presenter’s new book on service-learning, as well as 
extensive work in Christian schools, this session will help 
participants develop a roadmap for harnessing the power of 
service-learning in your school.

Curriculum, 
Assessment, 
Spiritual 
Formation

Daniel 
Townsley, Kevin 
Mosley

Chief Academic 
Officer, Legacy 
Christian; HS 
Principal, Legacy 
Christian, Frisco, TX

Professional 
Schools Program: 
Developing 
Academic 
Pathways for 
Deeper Student 
Engagement

The workshop will be an overview of the newly launched 
initiative at Legacy Christian Academy called the Professional 
Schools Program. This Program was developed to provide 
academic pathways that will prepare students for life. The 
Professional Schools Program has deepened the engagement 
level of the students and provide a framework that is impacting 
all aspects of our Upper School. How do we best equip 
students to discover and embrace the Lord's calling on their life 
as opposed to simply checking off a list of graduation 
requirements? LCA has enlarged the discussion of deeper 
learning on our campus by adjusting the framework that 
organizes an Upper School academic program. This program 
has also enabled Legacy to enlarge it's Biblical Worldview 
training and course offerings for students. This program is also 
connecting our school community in beautiful ways as it 
provides an opportunity for an academic environment to blend 
with the professional lives of our families and encourage 
mentorship across our Upper School division.

Curriculum

Krista Wallace, 
Steven Levy

InspirED, Tyler, TX 
and InspirED, CACE 
Fellow, Boston, MA

Deeper Learning 
Slice De-Brief

Follow-up to the pre-conference experience. Learning 
Environment

Jason 
Wenschlag

Upper School 
Principal, Minnehaha 
Academy, 
Minneapolis, MN

Schools that Learn: 
Leading for 
Organizational 
Change

Have some of your change processes fallen flat? Do you have a 
culture that reflects or promotes professional learning? This 
interactive workshop will explore the challenges and 
opportunities faced when implementing new ideas, your role in 
creating a system of continuous faculty learning, and practical 
tools for leading change and implementing Deeper Learning in 
your school. Attendees will gain insight into their own practices 
and walk away with a model for faculty growth that increases 
collaboration, promotes learning, celebrates success, and 
changes culture.

Learning 
Environment

Julie Winn Curriculum and 
Instruction Specialist, 
Minnehaha Academy, 
Minneapolis, MN

Effective Cognitive 
Coaching: 
Fostering a Culture 
of Deeper Adult 
Learning

In our classrooms we seek to honor, engage and challenge our 
learners, but how often do we do the same for our teachers? If 
we want our teachers to model this beautiful culture of 
engagement, shouldn't we strive to create the same culture for 
them? Through Cognitive Coaching, faculty are encouraged to 
take on the role of reflective learner, where guided 
conversations can lead to meaningful growth.  This session will 
lay out the basic principles of coaching, offer protocols and 
strategies for successful conversations, and offer an 
opportunity to practice new skills.

Leadership

Abigail 
Westbrook, 
Amy Imbody

Vice President and 
President, Center for 
Redemptive 
Education, Ashland, 
VA

Boots & Roots: 
Emergent Outdoor 
Education

Boots & Roots is an approach to early childhood education that 
takes young children out into God's creation to explore, 
discover and delight in His design. Books, music, poetry, 
nature, art, not to mention running, climbing, digging and hiking 
(AND the children's own ideas and observations!) provide 
ample curriculum for Biblically integral learning in the great 
outdoors.

Curriculum
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