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Characteristics of Beautiful Student Work  
God is a creator. Made in His image, we create. Wisdom is craftsmanship (Proverbs 8), spoken into the things we call ‘beautiful.’ As we explore how 
God has woven wisdom into the created world, we respond by weaving our best sense of wisdom into the things we make. The Wisdom through 
which we were created finds expression in our own creations. Purpose, pattern, and precision guide our design.  Blessing, delight and passion find 
their way onto the page, the field, the stage, the meal. Building from EL Education and the Harvard Graduate School of Education’s “Attributes of 
High Quality Student Work,” we strive to demonstrate the qualities of complexity, craftsmanship, and authenticity in the work we do “with all [our] 
heart[s], as working for the Lord, not for men…” (Colossians 3:23) Here is where our work becomes worship.  

 
Complexity  
• Complex work is rigorous: it aligns with or exceeds grade-level expectations. It invites students to higher-order thinking, challenging them to 

apply, analyze, evaluate, and create. 
• Complex work often shows connections to deep concepts that unite the disciplines. 
• Complex work prioritizes consideration of multiple perspectives. It often invites students to take stand and defend it with evidence or 

persuasion. 
 
Craftsmanship 
• Well-crafted work is done with care and precision. It demonstrates attention to accuracy, detail, and beauty. 
• Well-crafted work should be beautiful in conception and execution. It can be present in thoughtful ideas, imagination, and design, not just in 

polished presentation. 
• Well-crafted work shows evidence of perseverance, often through multiple drafts and critique from others. 
 
Authenticity 
• Authentic work demonstrates the original, creative thinking of students—authentic personal voice  

and ideas—rather than simply showing that students can follow directions, fill in the blanks, or paraphrase research. 
• Authentic work often uses formats and standards from the professional world, rather than artificial  

school formats (e.g., students create a book review for a local newspaper instead of a book report for  
the teacher). 

• Authentic work often connects academic standards with real-world issues, and local  
people and places. 

• Authentic work reflects principles of God’s kingdom (creation, justice, beauty, stewardship, etc.).  
 
Purpose 
• Purposeful work matters to students and contributes to a larger community. Students “get smart” to “serve God.” 
• Purposeful work invites students to recognize themselves as important actors in God’s story of restoration. 
• Purposeful work is designed to serve real needs of real people.  
• Purposeful work provides a meaningful context for students to practice and master content and skills, preparing them for whatever God might 

call them to do. 
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Beautiful Work Note Catcher: Characteristics of Beautiful Work 

After you peruse the student work in the gallery, choose one artifact and dive more deeply into what you see in the work by responding to the questions below: 

• What evidence of the four characteristics of beautiful work do you see? Indicate specific evidence of the characteristics in the chart below: 

 

Complexity Craftsmanship Authenticity Purpose 

    

Our Deeper Learning Definition: (People of God’s story engaged in real work that forms self and shapes the world) 

• What content and skills do you think the students needed to learn in order to produce this work? 
 
 
 

• What impact did the process of creating this work potentially have on students’ spiritual/character formation?  
 
 
 
 

• How did this work serve or bless the world beyond the classroom?  
 

 


