
 

Deeper Learning 2020 Intensive and Workshop Descriptions 
 
 

Intensives: (3 hour sessions) 
 
Change the Culture of Learning by Using Protocols for Assessment  
Harry Blyleven 
Learning deepens when students are challenged to assume responsibility for their own 
learning, and structures are provided to give students opportunities to share and receive 
feedback. The word assessment comes from the Latin root assidere meaning “to sit beside or 
with.” Discover and participate in engaging protocols that allow educators “to sit beside” their 
students, challenging them with high expectations and providing support to ensure all 
students reach them. Experience protocols designed to engage the whole learner during all 
stages of assessment (For, As, and Of). 
 
Leading a School on a Deeper Learning Journey  
Darryl DeBoer 
This session is designed for schools who are considering or who have already begun a 
journey to transform current classroom practices into deeper learning practices. Teachers and 
admin often feel inspired to begin a journey into deeper learning, only to realize that they are 
unsure how to begin, sustain and lead the journey. By sharing stories of schools who have 
embarked on four-year journeys into the Teaching for Transformation framework, this 
workshop aims to empower schools to imagine the structures and leadership frameworks 
required for their school journey. While this session will specifically focus on the TfT 
approach, the ideas and principles are applicable to any school. 
 
Not Afraid: Empowering Student Voice  
Sara Espinoza 
This intensive helps teachers examine beliefs that can cause us to default to teacher- 
centered pedagogies. At the same time, it models versatile practices that can engage all 
students, (not just the “hand-raisers”). After analyzing Jesus’ own pedagogical example 
alongside current research, teachers will have the chance to practice simple protocols that 
can help us to not only better receive student voice, but also convey critical messages to 
students through our actions. . .that they are uniquely designed, that their diversity matters, 
that their voice has power, that they are needed in the body of Christ, and that they do not 
earn their part in God’s Story based on their performance.  
 
Capturing the Hearts of Our Students for Christ: How to Bring our Christian 
Vision from the Charts on our Walls into the Hearts of our Students   
Joanna Levy 
Our students are subjected to powerful cultural forces that would shape their desires as 
consumers and materialists. We will look at some of these forces and how we as educators 

 



 

can be wise and intentional in recognizing their influence and fostering students' desire to 
become like Jesus and build for His kingdom. We will explore embodied practices both in the 
classroom and as a school that ignite students' hearts and imaginations for Jesus. We will 
also look at the kind of academic work, instructional practices and assessment strategies that 
help form Christlike character.  
 
 
Teaching Towards Racial Justice 
Kim Radersma 
This workshop offers an opportunity for teachers to explore and discuss the topic of race, 
which is often scary and uncomfortable for white teachers (who make up the majority of the 
teaching force in North America). Many of us who are white were not taught how to engage in 
conversations about race and often avoid the topic out of fear of causing harm or offence. 
This workshop will offer insight and tools for those who long to deepen their understanding of 
how race impacts the classroom and how we can support and engage our students in 
learning about racism in the world.  
 
Deeper than Mind: Learning and Spiritual Formation Begins with the Body 
Anna Rainville and Steven Levy 
Young children “understand” the world first through their bodies. Children are born to move. 
They explore the world with their bodies, particularly their senses, before they process it with 
their minds. They learn best when their bodies are fully engaged. Cognitive skills and literacy 
are built on a foundation of sensory integration. Spiritual formation begins pre-cognitively 
through ritual and song.  This intensive explores the complexities of how young children 
experience the world through their senses and process it with their bodies. We will focus on 
the role of ritual and movement in learning and in creating a culture of collaboration and 
belonging.  
 
Planning for Formation: Pedagogy, Practice, and Stories of Transformation 
Darren Spyksma 
Parker Palmer suggests, "Good teaching cannot be reduced to technique; good teaching 
comes from the identity and integrity of the teacher." Engage with a process of professional 
development which is built on the principles of quality professional development and focused 
on the impact of teacher identity and pedagogical choice on faith formation. Participants 
should be prepared to complete some preliminary planning of a unit or a lesson with faith 
formation as the focus.  
 
Leading for Purposeful Learning: Bringing Learning Targets, Data and 
Faculty Together  
Julie Winn and Libby Burton 
Learning targets and evidence of student mastery are foundational elements for a culture 
committed to deeper learning. Clearly identified goals and outcomes empower students to 
become leaders of their own learning, igniting purpose and engagement. But how can school 

 



 

leadership set the wheels of this deeply important practice in motion? In this session, you will 
be introduced to the research behind learning targets and data reviews, walk through a 
sample development process, participate in data conversations using powerful protocols, and 
develop a plan of action for your school.  
 
 
Workshops: (90 minute sessions) 
 
People of God’s Story:  Story Formed People 
Amanda Albright 
Deeper learning is a journey deeper into God’s unfolding story of relationship and purpose. 
This story includes an invitation, through the cross, to participate in the making of all things 
new. Our curriculum and learning find their meaning within this story and invitation. This 
workshop is designed for educators to explore THE Story and competing stories that exist in 
our schools. The deep hope of this session is that you leave with a heightened awareness of 
the stories shaping your school, and an increased desire to design learning that empowers 
people of God to play their part within The Story.  
 
Practical Tools for Engaging Student Voice  
Amanda Albright 
In this session, participants will explore practices and techniques that invite, nurture, and 
empower students to take ownership of their own learning. Participants will engage four 
different learning protocols, then reflect on how each could be used to engage learners as the 
designers of their own learning. This session includes learning stories from different grades 
and content areas. Participants will leave with ideas for meaningful and easily manageable 
ideas for engaging student voice in their classrooms.  
 
Powerful But Not Pushy: Story-telling and Story-living 
Al Bandstra 
 Effective teachers understand the power in stories for engaging learners, deepening learning 
experiences, and shifting perspectives. The thought of "living our stories," however, can make 
us feel vulnerable. Still, our learners and our world thirst for both compelling stories and 
Christ-followers who are willing to "live" kingdom stories. Participants at this workshop will 
deepen their storytelling skills and gain confidence in leading students to live kingdom stories. 
 
Building Stronger Instruction & Assessments through Learning Targets & 
Meaningful Assessments 
Dr. Thor Bensen 
Find it hard to align your learning targets and assessments? Tired of your own teaching 
practices and habits, even if they are effective? Do your pedagogical decisions influence your 
assessments and vice versa? This workshop engages active and reflective pedagogical 
techniques that foster greater alignment for teaching and learning. This highly collaborative 
session also invites conversations about creative teaching techniques and constructing 

 



 

stronger assessments. Help your students see the value of real-time reflection and 
metacognition on the teaching and learning process in order to see their part in the greater 
Christian narrative. 
 
Creating Communities of Engagement and Belonging through Responsive 
Classroom 
Justin Cook 
How do we embed social/emotional learning in classroom cultures of belonging with actual 
structures and practices in our day-to-day work? Responsive Classroom provides those 
concrete structures and practices to support students in a culture where all students are 
known and valued. This session will introduce you to Responsive Classroom, will explore and 
embody its approach through a morning meeting and examples from actual K-8 classrooms, 
and will provide you with resources to consider if you want to implement Responsive 
Classroom in your own classroom, too.  
 
Re-Imagining Bible Instruction 
Heidi Dean and Zach Pritz 
Head + Heart = Imagination. How can our Bible instruction stir the imagination of students? 
What are motifs? And why are concrete, ancient images vital to image-ination? Watch how 
lead teachers are coaching students to read and interpret book-by-book through biblical 
narrative, poetry and discourse, opening up discovery and allowing students to try-out their 
understandings through seminar discussion. 
 
Listen with the Ear of your Heart: Allowing Students' Passions & 
Experiences to Drive Instruction 
Maggie Ellis 
Each person has been given unique talents, passions, and gifts from God. As educators in 
Christian schools, it's our vocation to recognize our students' gifts and foster a learning 
community that encourages and celebrates them. As Saint Benedict says, we must "listen 
with the ear of our heart" to what brings our students joy, and invite those gifts to influence 
and drive our instruction. This workshop will explore the mindset shift from "What do I need to 
teach?" to "What do my students want to learn?" and tools we can use to enact that change.  
 
Pedagogy of Play: Planning for Joy, Wonder, and Ownership in the 
Classroom 
Katie Ertel 
Play is central to how children learn. Through play, children of all ages learn to navigate social 
interactions, solve problems, tinker with ideas and test theories. How might one bring the 
power of play into classroom learning? In this interactive session, the Pedagogy of Play 
project shares research and tools on designing, supporting, and sustaining playful learning 
practices in schools. Participants will engage with case studies, try out playful learning 
planning and reflection tools, and consider how playful learning practices might invite their 

 



 

students to engage in deeper learning. Join us to experience the joy, wonder, and sense of 
ownership inherent in learning through play.  
 
Sacred Soul Care 
Carey Franklin 
Our lives as Christian educators are full of frenzied movement.  What are some new and old 
practices that we can engage to slow the frenzy and attend to the voice of the One who 
created us to flourish deeply in community?   Come experience a variety of practices that you 
can incorporate into your daily lives, and allow you to practice the presence of God in the 
midst of busyness.  You are invited to come and experience rest in the midst of so much 
movement and consider how you can incorporate these practices into your engagement with 
learners young and old.   
 
Pack your Backpack: A Personal Take on Deeper Learning 
Carolina Garcia and Emma Burge 
In this workshop we will break down the theories behind deeper learning to show how they 
look in the everyday world of a teacher, unpacking what it takes to do deeper learning well 
and helping teachers focus on their deeper learning goals. This workshop will directly answer 
what we need to do to reshape our practices by outlining a clear course of action. Teachers 
will also be given time to design their own action plan.  
 
Thinking Deeply Through Childhood Story  
Debbie Harris and Rena Hall 
In this session, we will explore how the tool of backwards planning can help even the 
youngest learners to view story in light of the deep ideas that drive it. Attendees will read the 
simple fairy tale "Red Riding Hood” and, in groups, use the key ideas of backwards planning 
to reflect and carefully unearth the many meaningful truths in the story. After exploring group 
ideas, attendees will participate in a Socratic discussion, (in a format geared for elementary 
students), regarding the story ideas to help reveal how even our most familiar of childhood 
tales carry truths for all ages.  
 
Reflections and a "Ravishing Vision"  
Jeremy Horlings 
We believe God is "Lord of All" and that every unit we teach is an opportunity to invite 
students into God's Story.  Are our practices reflecting a compelling, accurate, "ravishing 
vision" of God's Story?  How do our rhythms and practices around the use of the Bible form 
our student's view of God's Story?  We’ll be exploring how to invite, nurture and empower 
teachers to present a "ravishing vision" of the Kingdom. We will utilize some protocols to 
explore the Biblical story (what it is, what it isn’t) and grapple with the question: "What kind of 
story are my practices telling?"  
 
 
 

 



 

While the hood is up. . . 
Jessica Huddleston and Karla Foreman 
Have you ever taken your car into the shop and they keep finding more issues than what 
brought you there in the first place? Can they be fixed independently or are they too 
intertwined? We will use our story to help attendees identify their own unique challenges and 
give time and space to consider where to start reshaping their school practices while the 
hood is up. This session addresses how ways we design curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment operate at a level deeper than cognition, more formative than what we think and 
talk about with our heads. We will use our story to help attendees identify their own unique 
challenges and give time and space to consider where to start reshaping their school 
practices.  
 
Character:  From Head to Hearts to Hands: A School-Wide Approach  
Kevin Huinink 
 Implementing a plan to live into Christ-like character takes seriously and practically the 
imperative of love and relationships. Follow our journey as we discovered the need for a 
character code at our schools, developed and implemented it, and continue to muddle and 
dream forward, celebrating the results. Walk away with a plan to develop your own 
school-wide character plan that embeds itself in the hearts and hands of your staff and 
students.  
 
Get Them on Their Feet: The Story of God’s World and Inquiry -Based 
Instruction 
Susan Koppendrayer 
How have the NGSS impacted science instruction? What does inquiry science look like in a 
Christian classroom? What story do our science lessons and practices tell?  In an 
inquiry-based science classroom, a) students play a driving role in their learning process by 
engaging in practices that help them to think and act like scientists, and b) the Christian 
teacher creates opportunities for reflection, biblical application and analysis that allows 
students to connect learning and practices to God's story in creation.  Join us for a hands-on 
workshop that will explore the process and practices of science inquiry from a biblical 
perspective.  
 
Empowering Students to Create Beautiful Work 
Danae LeMoine 
How do we empower our students to produce beautiful work?  Join us on a student-driven 
journey that inspires reflection on beauty, defines and analyzes what makes work beautiful 
and equips students to produce their own beautiful work. Attendees will learn how to facilitate 
a similar journey in their own setting through role play and reflection upon what it looks like to 
involve students in the process from start to finish.  
 
 

 



 

Deeper Learning in Christian Education: Purpose, Engagement and 
Beautiful Work 
Steven Levy 
What is the purpose behind the work we assign our students? How are we motivating them to 
do it? How do we assess it? I want to show you a variety of student work I have been 
collecting for 20 years. I want to look at it together and discuss what "real work for real 
people" might look like. I want to expand your imagination for what our students are capable 
of producing when they work for God rather than grades. Finally, I want to show you a way to 
assess 'beautiful work' that meets academic standards, develops character, and partners 
with our Creator to restore the "very goodness" of God's creation. 
 
 
Beliefs and Practices: Assessment for Student Flourishing 
Dave Mulder 
Our assessment practices are rooted in and flow out of our beliefs. What do we *really* 
believe about our students? Our practices reveal our hearts. In this workshop, we will explore 
the link between our beliefs about our students and the assessment and evaluation practices 
we utilize. Our aim: to align our beliefs and practices in ways that will lead to student 
flourishing!  
 
Created in the Image of God: Exposing Dehumanization and Humanizing 
our Neighbors 
Patrick Pace 
In our current context, disagreements often descend into bitterness and anger, sometimes 
even plunging into dehumanizing speech or behavior.  As Christians, we are called not to let 
such patterns of thinking and acting have any place in our hearts, but to replace them with 
gratitude, righteous justice, and love for our neighbor. This session will help you 1) make a 
specifically Biblical case for the value of all human beings, and 2) give you tools to help your 
students identify different types of dehumanization in history, literature or current events. This 
is intended to help us and our students lovingly fight against the tendency to demonize and 
devalue others—especially those with whom we disagree. 
 
Learning from the Slice 
Krista Wallace and Steven Levy 
Thursday morning. Recommended for all participants in the pre-conference class, 
“Experience It!”  This session is for people who participated in the pre-conference "slice" of a 
deeper learning experience. We will debrief the instructional practices used in the slice, 
provide tools and templates for your own planning, and begin to imagine the implications for 
your own classroom. 
 
 
 

 



 

Restorative Practices 
Lanny Witt 
Using restorative practices to develop character comes from the field of conflict management 
but is perfectly compatible with a Christian school perspective emphasizing relationships over 
rules. Too many times the term discipline and punishment are used interchangeably. As a 
Christian educator, the emphasis should be on how to work "with" students and families 
rather than what to do "to" students or "for" students. Restorative discipline uses circles and 
reflective experiences to help students better understand how their behavior impacts others. 
The overall goal is to develop empathy as opposed to the transactional approach based 
solely on infractions and punishment.  
 
 
Special Sessions:  
 
Connecting to the Source: Responding to God’s Presence at the 
Conference 
Joanna Levy and Carey Franklin 
Wednesday evening, Thursday morning and Friday morning. Many of you will be arriving on 
Wednesday for the conference.  If you are one of them, we invite you to a special event 
Wednesday evening.  Do you long to be more aware of God’s presence in your daily life? We 
will be providing a “Sacred Space” during the conference where we can practice intentional 
awareness of God’s presence, and prepare our minds and hearts to hear what God wants to 
teach us. On Wednesday evening and Thursday and Friday mornings, you are invited to 
gather in the Sacred Space for a time of reflecting on Scripture and praying together. 
Afterwards you will also have the opportunity to experience aspects of the Sacred Space on 
your own: journaling, prayer, silence, responding artistically to God’s presence. The Sacred 
Space will be open and available to all participants for this silent, individual experience during 
the conference hours, but Wednesday evening, Thursday and Friday morning we’ll gather as 
a community to remember who we are and why we are there. 
 
Expansive Movement 
Kathryn Wallace 
Thursday morning at 7:00am. This class is designed to use our bodies in a time and place of 
worship.  It will include 45 minutes of dancing, stretching, and prayerful meditation to prepare 
the body for learning.  Led by Kathryn Wallace, former student of the Doulos Discovery 
School and current company member of the Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Company.   
 
Running Tour around Denver Christian 
Tyler Amidon 
Friday morning at 6:15am. Get to know the area around Denver Christian with a light run 
around the area.  Time: 30 minutes.  Led by DC’s Tyler Amidon.  Weather permitting. 

 


